Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.032; wR factor = 0.086; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.6.
In the title molecule, C 19 H 20 N 2 O 4 ÁH 2 O, the benzimidazole ring system is essentially planar [maximum deviation = 0.013 (11) Å ] and is inclined to the 4-methoxyphenyl ring by 30.98 (5) . In the crystal, O-HÁ Á ÁO and O-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds involving the water molecule link neighbouring molecules, forming a two-dimensional network lying parallel to the bc plane. There are also C-HÁ Á Á and -interactions present. The latter involve inversion-related benzimidazole rings with centroid-centroid distances of 3.5552 (8) and 3.7466 (8) Å .
Related literature
For the synthesis of the title compound, see: Arumugam et al. (2010) . For the biological activity of benzimidazole derivatives, see: Cosar & Julou (1959) ; Gudmundsson et al. (1999); De Clercq et al. (1993) ; Spasov et al. (1999) . For standard bond lengths, see: Allen et al. (1987) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Cg2 is the centroid of the C1-C6 ring. 
Comment
Given the significance of benzimidazole as apart of the purine nucleoside framework, drug design based on benzimidazoles is an interesting topic for synthetic medicinal chemists (Spasov et al., 1999) . The unique biological activity of N-alkylated benzimidazole on treating diseases such as protozoal infections, like trichomoniasis (Cosar & Julou, 1959) as well as nucleoside analogues inhibiting viral infections, like 2,5,6-trichloro-1-(β-D-ribofuranosyl)benzimidazole (Gudmundsson et al., 1999) and ribavin (De Clercq et al., 1993) , have been reported. Thus, in view of their importance, the crystal structure analysis of the title benzimidazole compound was carried out and the results are presented herein.
The title compound, (Fig. 1) , is a benzimidazole derivative and is similiar to the p-tolyl derivative, ethyl 1-(2-hydroxylethyl)-2-p-tolyl-1H-benzimidazole-5-carboxylate, reported on by (Arumugam et al., 2010) . The title compound is associated with one water molecule of crystallization. The bond lengths (Allen et al., 1987) and angles are in normal ranges and are comparable to those reported for the p-tolyl derivative mentioned above. The benzimidazole ring (N1/N2/C7-C13) is essentially planar with a maximum deviation of 0.013 (11) Å for atom C12. The phenyl ring is inclined at an angle of 30.98 (5)° to the benzimidazole mean plane.
In the crystal, the water molecule links the organic molecules via intermolecular O5-H5B···O4 and O5-H5C···N2 hydrogen bonds (Table 1) , so forming a two dimensional network lieing parallel to the bc plane. An intermolecular C-H···Cg2 interaction is also observed (Table 1) 
Experimental
The title compound was prepared according to the method described by Arumugam et al. (2010) . Colourless block-like crystals of the title compound, suitable for X-ray diffraction analysis, were obtained by slow evaporation of a solution of the title compound in EtOAc
Refinement
The water and the hydroxy H-atoms were located from difference Fourier map and were freely refined. The C-bound H atoms were included in calculated positions and refined using a riding model: C-H = 0.93, 0.96 and 0.97 Å, for CH, CH 3
and CH 2 H-atoms, respectively, with U iso (H) = k x U eq (C), where k = 1.5 for CH 3 H-atoms and k = 1.2 for all other H atoms. A rotating group model was applied to the methyl groups.
supplementary materials sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound, with the atom numbering and displacement ellipsods drawn at the 40% probability level. (12 
